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CHAPTER 755
MUNICIPAL COURT

755.001 Definitions. 755.11 Records.

755.01 Optionof municipality 755.12 Delivery of books to municipal clerk.

755.02 Term. 755.13 Books demanded by municipal clerk.

755.03 Oath and bond. 755.14 Duty of clerk on receipt of books.

755.04 Salary. 755.15 Pending actions triable by court which receives books.

755.045 Jurisdiction. 755.16 Continuance on vacancy; notice of trial.

755.05 Territorial jurisdiction. 755.17 Municipal court decorum and facilities.

755.06 Sessions of court. 755.18 Municipal judge and court clerk training.

755.09 Office, where kept. 755.19 Municipal court commissioners.

755.10 Employees. 755.21 Collection.

755.001 Definitions. In this chapter: undersub.(1) prior to entering into the agreement. The contract
(1) “Judge” means municipal judge. ing municipalities need not be contiguous and need not all be in

the same county Upon entering into or discontinuing suah
agreementthe contracting municipalities shall each transanit
certified copy of the ordinance or bylawfefting or discontinuing

the agreement to the appropriate filindioér under s11.02(3e)
andto the director of state courts. When a municipal judge
electedunder this subsection, candidates shall be nominated by
filing nomination papers under&210 (6) (bm)and shall register

755.01 Option of municipality. (1) Thereis created and With the filing oficer specified in s11.02 (3e)

established in anébr each city town and village, a municipal  (5) A municipal court shall appoint a guardianiigem for any
court designated “Municipal Court for the ....(Gitpywn or vi defendanthat the qourhas reason to be_lleve is mentally incom
lage) of ....(name of municipality)”. A municipal court createdPetent. The governing body may by ordinance or bylaw authorize
underthis subsection is a coequal branch of the munigipaérn  theappointment of a guardian ad litday the municipal judge in
ment,subject to the superintending authority of the supreme cowly other matter within the jurisdiction of the municipal court.
throughthe chief judge of the judicial administratidistrict. A n’;“giﬂfﬁé (rggiWv?asseggg]nkw)gemrgdt(t)o&s82(3)8(.)0(‘)13(51)(2(21?%))k/)%?g?e\g{]\i‘ssléﬁ\féf?r-z
courtshall become operative and function after January 1,zoifncébu,eau under s. 13.92 (1) (bm) 2.

whenthe city council, town board, or village board adopts an ordi History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 305Stats. 1977 s. 755.01985 a. 89304,
nance or bylaw providing for the election of a judge and the opeggg;a- igg 1989 a. 2741997 a. 2081999 a. 156.672 1999a. 1822001 a. 109

tion and maintenance of the court, receivesréfication from the a

chief judge of the judicial administrative district that tbeurt
meetsthe requirements under s&5.09 755.1Q 755.11 and

(2) “Judicial administrative district” means the judicial
administrativedistrict having thdargest portion of the population
in the jurisdiction served by the judge.

(3) “Records”mean albf the records subject 8CR chapter

History: 1977 c. 3052009 a. 402

755.02 Term. The judges shall be elected agkfor a term of
755.17 and provides written notification to thrector of state lzlyesarlfsunilgssr%\%‘rggt Lernl,hr;?: eerX%ergidr:g?] élaéi?er(sj nlcj)r: (Ijeesrs ;han
courtsof the adoption of the ordinance or bylaw permanent 66y0101, Thepterm shaII)(/:ommence on Mawfithe vear of the.
vacancyin the ofice of municipal judge shall be filled under SJHdge’selection g y
8.50(4) (fm). Any municipal court established under this section =2~ = ; . :

i< Mot 4 court ofrecord.  The court shall be maintained at thﬁ)glstory. 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 273305, 447; Stats. 1977 s. 755.02009 a.
expensef the municipality The municipal governing body shall ] )
determine the amount budgeted for court maintenandepera  755.03 Oath and bond. (1) The judge shall, after election
tions. The budgebf the municipal court shall be separate from, @' appointment, takand file the dicial oath as prescribed in s.
containedon a separate line item from, the budget or line items 6$7.02(1) and at the same time execute and file disiaf bond
all other municipal departments. in an amount to be fixed by the governing hodye governing

(2) The governing body may by ordinance or bylaw abolisHOdySha" pay the costs of the bond. No judge may act as such

. P until he or she has complied with the requirements of (@)b.
the municipal court as part of a consolidation und&6s0229or 4 o2 Within 10 days aftea municipal judge takes the oath, the

judgeshall file the oath and bond with the clerk of the,dityvn

or village where the judge was elected or appointed. If the munici
Jaljudge is elected under55.01 (4) the judge shall file copies
of the oathand bond with each applicable municipal clerk. The
judgeshall file a certified copy of the oath with théic# of direc

(4) Two or more cities, towns or villages of this state may en it _ i i i
into an agreement under 86.0301for the joint exercise of the tarkg;ti?fg&lfrts within the 10-day time period after the judge

powergranted under sufil), except that for purposes of this SUb isiory: 1977 c. 18%.94 1977 c. 305Stats. 1977 s. 755.03; Sup. Ct. Oder
section,any agreement under@6.0301shall be dected by the wis. 2d xiii (1979);1983 a. 1921985 a. 89304 2009 a. 402

enactmenbf identical ordinances bgach dected city town or

village. Electors of eachunicipality entering into the agreement755.04 Salary. The governing body shall fix a salary for the
shall be eligible to vote for the judge of tineunicipal court so judge. The salary mape increased by the governing body before
established. If a municipality enters into aagreement with a thestart of the 2nd or a subsequent year of service of the term of
municipality thatalready has a municipal court, the municipalitiethe judge, but shall ndte decreased during a term. The salary of
may provide by ordinance or resolution that the juftjehe exist amunicipal judge who is designated or appointed und:68.(4)

ing municipal court shall serve as the judge for the joint court uniim) or 800.06 shall bedetermined by contract between the
theend of the term or until a special election is held und&b68. municipality andthe judge. The judge may not serve until the con
(4) (fm). Each municipality shall adopt an ordinance or bylaivactis entered into. Salaries may be paid annually or in equal

appointed. The governing body may not abolish thenicipal
courtwhile an agreement under s@) is in efect.

(3) A municipality may establish as many branches of muni
pal court as it deems necessary
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installmentsas determined by the governing bpbdyt no judge " NOdIEr %U?z-)(%) V;fr?s Iwa_teldtas SLfJb- 2 (ab) bg009 Vg& Actl gogg?f)r&nug
may be paid a salary for any time during the term during which tR&/€C 1 sub. (2) by the legistative glerence bueau under s. 3. m) 2.
judgehas not executed and filed his or héical bond or diicial 4(%'51?3’2 (11?7(;,% 16%.94 Stats. 1977 s. 755.10983 a. 192.303 (4) 2009 .

oath,as required by §55.03
zolggsto% 21977 c. 18%.941977 c. 30%.64 Stats. 1977'5. 755.089852. 304 755 11 Records. Every judge shall file ankeep together all

& recordsin an action separate from all other records. The judge
755.045 Jurisdiction. (1) A municipal court has exclusive shallstore all records in thefife of the court clerk or in another
jurisdiction over an action in which a municipality seeks tappropriatefacility designated by the council or board. Access to
imposeforfeitures for violations of municipal ordinances of theherecords shall be restricted to court persoemekpt as autho

municipality that operates the court, except as follows: rized by the judge or by lawNothing in this section ismtended
(a) If the action is transferragshder s800.035 (5) (cpr800.05 to restrict the ability of counsel or partiesréad the records. The
(3) to a court of record. purchaseor implementation of any electronic recomsnage
(b) If equitable relief is demanded the plaihshall bring the mentsystem used by the court shall be approved by the judge.
actionin a court of record. History: 1977 c. 18%.94; Stats. 1977 s. 753.11983 a. 19%.303 (4) 2009 a.

(c) Whenever the municipal cousf a 1st class city in any 4%

countyhaving a population of 500,000 wrore is not in session, 755 12 Delivery of books to municipal clerk. When a

the circuit court has concurrent jurisdictidn hear municipal municipal court ceases to operate, the court records, books of

courtcases. accountcase files, moneyand bonds belonging to the court shall
(2) A municipal judge may issue civil warramtsenforce mat pe delivered to the municipal clerk within 10 days after the

terswhich are under the jurisdiction of the municipal court, as prgacancyoccurs by the person who is in possession. If the munici

videdin ch.800. Municipal judges are also authorized to issuga| court was established unde55.01 (4) the person shall sep

inspectionwarrants under $6.0119 aratethe court records, books, files, moneys and bonds according

_(3) A municipal judge may ordéne payment of restitution for {5 the municipalities involved and deliver them to the appropriate
violationsof ordinances that prohibit conduct that is the same RRinicipalclerk.

or similar to conduct prohibited by state statute punishable by finyisory: 1977 ¢. 18%.94 Stats. 1077 s. 755.12985 a. 891995 a. 224
or imprisonment or both. The judge shall use the restitution proce

dureunder s800.093 755.13 Books demanded by municipal clerk. If any
History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 305Stats. 1977 s. 755.048979 c. 3%.92  materialswhich should be delivered to the municipal clarider
(17):1985 a. 1791989 a. 2611991 a. 401999 a. 1502009 a. 402 s.755.12are not delivered within the time specified, the municipal
755.05 Territorial jurisdiction. Every judge has statewideglr?;kSha" demand their delivery and may by action compel-deliv
jurisdiction as authorized by this chapter and &00. History: 1977 c. 187s.94, 135 Stats. 1977 s. 755.13.
History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 30%.64; Stats. 1978. 755.051985 a. 89
2009 a. 402 755.14 Duty of clerk on receipt of books. (1) When the

municipal clerk receives the court records, bookaozbuniand
casefiles of a municipal court which has ceased to operate, he or
Qheshall within 10 days dispose of them as follows:

755.06 Sessions of court. The municipal court shall be
opendaily or as determined by the judge and approved by the g

erningbody ( ; L
) a) Deliver them to the clerk of tha@rcuit court of that county
: .18%.94; . . 755.06983 a. 19%.303 (4) 2009 a. . A . i
402'St°ry 1977 ¢, 185,94 Stats. 1977 s p83 2 @ % if the municipality in which the municipal court was locaness

] . within one county

755.09 Office, where kept. (1) The governing body of the (1) Deliver the case files of the pending and appealzses
city, village, or town shall provide the judge with arfiad# or 5 the clerk of circuit court of the county where the court held
appropriatevork space other than at a place prohibited under syffice and certified copies of the court records tioe past 12
). monthsto the clerk of circuit court of every county in whitte

(2) No judge may keep his or herfigk or hold court irany  municipality lies, if the municipality in whiclthe municipal court
tavern,or in any room in which intoxicating liquors &seld, orin  waslocated is in more than one county
anyroom connecting with a tavern or room in which intoxicating (2) For any pending or appealable cases, the bail shall be
liquors are sold. deliveredalong with the case file to the proper clerk of court. Any
) History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 305.64; Stats. 197%. 755.091997 a. 27 other moneys received undsub_(l) shall be delivered to the

009 a. 402 i~ . .
municipaltreasurer as provided in&00.10 (2)

755.10 Employees. (1) Except as provided isub.(2), the History: 1977 c. 18%.94; 1977 c. 305.65; 1977 c. 44%.497, Stats. 1977 s.
judgeshall in writingappoint the personnel that are authorized bfp>-14:1979 ¢. 3%.92 (17) 1981 c. 31%.2202 1993 a. 2461995 a. 224
the council or board. Theouncil or board shall authorize at leas

oneclerk for each court. Except as provided in $8.the hiring, . L . h
termination,hours of employment, andork responsibilities of €C€ives books. When any action is pending before a judge at

the court personnel, when working during hours assigned to fhetime his or her dice becomesacant and his or her books and
court, shall be under the judgeauthority Their salaries shall be '€cordshave been delivered to the circadurt, it may try the
fixed by the council or board. The clerks shall, before enterifgtionand enter judgment as thoutfte action was begun before
uponthe duties of their @ites, take th@ath provided by €£9.01 It

andgive a bond if required by the council or board. The abst 75';'?‘59%0912713-2183-94? 1977 c. 305.64, 1977 c. 44%.497, Stats. 1977 s.
thebond shall be paid by the municipalit®aths and bonds of the ™™ '

clerksshall be f'le_d_w'th the mumupal cler!(. ) 755.16 Continuance on vacancy; notice of trial. All

(2) In the municipal couriocated in the city of Milwaukee the gctionshefore any judge undeterminedappealable when his or
courtadministrator shall in writing appoint the personnel that afgy office becomes vacant are continued untilékgiration of 10
authorizedby the council or board. In the municipal court locategaysfrom the time when his or her books and records were-deliv

in the city of Milwaukee the hiring, termination, hours of employereq to the circuit courtThe court shall give 3 days’ notice to the
ment, and work responsibilities of the court personnel, Wheﬁhrtiesto the action.

working during hours assigned to tieeurt, shall be under the ™ 5101y 1977 ¢, 18%.94 1977 c. 305,64 1977 c. 44%.497 Stats. 1977 s.
courtadministrators authority 755.16;2009 a. 402

I755.15 Pending actions triable by court which
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755.17 Municipal court decorum and facilities. (1) A (2) PowersanD DUTIES. Under the supervision of a municipal
municipal judge shall wear a black robe while presiding in pdge,a municipal court commissioner may do all of the foHow
municipal court except when exceptional circumstances exist.ing:

(1m) Theclerk of the municipal court shall be attired in appro  (a) Under ss800.035and800.095 (1) conduct initial appear
priate clothing and may not, while performing municipal courancesandreceive noncontested forfeiture pleas, order the revoca
functions,wear anything that implies or indicates that he or shetien or suspension of driving privilegesd impose forfeitures,
alaw enforcement iter. imposecommunity service and restitution according to the sched

(2) Thegoverning body of the cityillage, ortown shall pre  ule adopted by the municipal court where appoiréed, issue dis
vide a courtroom for a municipal court, which shall be in an adpositionaland sanction orders pursuant to @88
quatefacility. The courtroom shall be in a public building if a-suit  (b) Issue warrants for those who do not appear as scheduled or
ablepublic building is available within the municipality and shalas summoned.
be located in an area separate from the police department byc) Conduct hearings on warrant returns.
designor signage. The courtroom shall be designed and furnlsheé((d) Schedule indigency hearings.

?(L)Jr%r?gt?hzngp%r&?g;egfh;grgggrrt.atmosphere of dignity and deco(e) Make a finding on the indigency of defendants.
(3) All personnel employed by the court shall be locateahin (f) Enforce alternative judgments for failure to comply with
areaseparate and distinct from thelice department by design orcourtorders. _ _
signage. _ (g) Conduct court proceedings and exercise any power-autho
(4) Every municipal court shall have a telephone number &iz€d by statute.
extensionseparate from the telephone numbegxdension of any ~ (3) NEWHEARINGSAND APPEALSOF MUNICIPAL COURTCOMMIS-
othergovernmental department. SIONERRULINGS. A motion for a new hearing or appeal of a-con
History: 1977 c. 3052009 a. 402 testedruling by a municipal coutommissioner shall be filed with
755.18 Municipal judge and court clerk training the municipal court no later than the 20th day after the commis
: Y . - .9 sionermakes the ruling. The motion shall be heard by the super
1) Municipal court clerks and judges shall participate in & prg, . PSR : .
ér?ﬁlmof corFl)tinuing education aJs regquired bypthe sgpreme Cqu/lsmg municipal judge under the procedure consistent with the
(2) Municipalities shall bear the cost of programs under su; rocedure adopted e judicial district on motions to reopen
(1) provided by the court. All moneys collected by the su rerﬁ dgmentsbefore the municipal court. Nothing in this subsection
P y : Y y PreMQali be construed as altering the time periods for filing a notice

cngt) u?ﬁiesrsté]ézc?r?gtcl)%g ig?gg;yd%pgsrgﬁgiggﬁ?g d(gze) g[))pointOf appeal from a final judgment or filing a motion of relief from
gment.

unders.8.50 (4) (fm)nor to a former municipal judge or former = °. -
circuit judge to whom cases are assigned und&®G&06during History: 1997 a. 272009 2. 402
the 6-month period following the date on which the judgess.21 Collection. The governing body or court may eon
reqeweslns or her initial assignment. tractwith a collection agency for the collection of unpaid forfei
History: 1983 a. 271985 a. 30112009 a. 402 tures, assessmentsand surchajes under s66.0114 (1) (a)
755.19 Municipal court commissioners. (1) APPOINT Collectionunder this section may nbegin until the court refers
MENT. First class cities may create théia of municipal court € case to the collection agencshe contract shall provide that
commissioner. The municipalcourt commissioner shall be anth€ collection agenchall be paid from the proceeds recovered
attorneylicensedto practice in this state and shall complete annuY the collection agencyFor each violation fowhich a forfeiture,
educationalreditsconsistent with supreme court requirement&>SeSSmenor surchage is imposed, the municipal court shall
for municipal judges. The common council shall establish t terminethe amount to be distributed to gach entity under s.
numberof positionsand set the term, the additional qualification€8-0114(1) (bm)and(3) (b)and(c) as follows:
andthe compensation for thefise. The presidingudge of the (1) Calculatethe percentage of the total violation amount to
municipalcourt shall be the appointing authority and rteyni ~ Which the entity is entitled before the collection agency is paid.
natethe employment of a municipal court commissionewitit (2) Subtractfrom the amount collected for the violation the
andwithout cause. The municipal court commissioner shall lsgnountpaid to the collection agency to collect the violation
supervisedy the judge whose cases the commissioner is hearingiount.

Eachmunicipal courcommissioner shall take and file théi@él (3) Multiply the remainder under suf®) by the percentage
oathin the ofice of the clerk of the municipal court of the 1st clasgndersub.(1).
city for which appointedbefore performing any duty of thefiok. History: 2003 a. 1402005 a. 3052009 a. 402
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